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it hoarded up.    Our life is a seed sown to rise again in the world to
come, when it will be renewed by Christ in immortal light."   The
Magians said, " Your books have drawn many aside/'   Jonas answered,
" They have indeed drawn  many from worldly pleasures.    When a
servant of Christ is in his sufferings inebriated with love from the passion
of his Lord, he forgets the transitory state of this short life, its riches,
estates, gold, and honours;   regardless of kings and princes, lords and
noblemen, where an eternity is at stake, he desires nothing but the sight
of the only true King, whose empire is everlasting, and whose power
reaches to all ages/'   The judges commanded all his fingers and toes to
be cut off, joint by joint, and scattered about.   Then they said to him,
" Now wait the harvest to reap other hands from this seed."   To whom
he said, " Other hands I do not ask:   God is present, who first framed
me, and who will give me new strength."   After this, the skin was torn
off the martyr's head, his tongue was cut out, and he was thrown into
a vessel of boiling pitch;   but the pitch by a sudden ebullition running
over, the servant of God was not hurt by it.   Lastly, his body was sawn
with an iron saw, and, by pieces, thrown into a dry cistern.   Guards were
appointed to watch the sacred relics, lest Christians should steal them
away.   The judges then called upon Barachisius to spare his own body:
to whom he said, " This body I did not frame, neither will I destroy it.
God, its maker, will again restore it; and will judge you and your king."
Hormisdatscirus, turning to Maharnarsces,  said,  " By our delays we
affront the king.   These men regard neither words nor torments.   They
therefore agreed that he should be beaten with sharp-pointed rushes.
After these tortures, he was put into the screw or press, and boiling pitch
and brimstone were poured into his mouth.    By this last torment he
obtained a crown equal to that of his brother.    The acts are dosed by
these words:   " This book was written from the mouths of witnesses,
and contains the acts of the saints, Jonas, Barachisius, and others, martyrs
of Christ, who by his succour fought, triumphed, and were crowned, in
whose prayers we beg place may be found, by Esaias, son of Adabus of
Arzun, in Armenia, of the troop of royal horsemen, who was present at
their interrogatories and tortures, and who wrote the history of their
conflicts."   They were crowned on the 29th of the moon of December.
This was the 24th of that month, in the year of Christ 327, of Sapor II
the 18th.   The Roman Martyrology mentions them on the 29th of March.

Those powerful motives, which supported the martyrs under the
sharpest torments, ought to inspire us with patience, resignation, and
holy joy under sickness and all crosses or trials. These are the times
of the greatest spiritual harvest, by the exercise of the most perfect
virtues. For nothing is more heroic in the practice of Christian virtue